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An examiner view of the problem
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Examiner Support Today
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Capturing Concepts
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Cat, Feline, 4 legged
mammal,

2 s G, A61F9/06 Collar, Band

G10K Alarm, Noise maker
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“Development of East Asian filings at
the EPO
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1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

I China 49 65 130 156 203 334 405 538 719 1145
I Korea 493 582 959 1165 1408 2075 2871 3853 4595 4934
I Taiwan | 150 212 231 300 426 483 962 679 765 758

—— Japan | 13813 | 14617 | 17124 | 19845 | 15912 | 18534 [ 20584 | 21461 | 22144 | 22887

(Source: Annual Reports of EPO)



Asian Coverage in EPO databases

Biblio:  JP-A...C 10.2 million / JP-Y 3.7 million
Abs(EN): all kind codes 8.4 million (WPI: 6.7 million)

Image: all kind codes 27.7 million
Full text: JP-A/JP-B 2.5million (3rd party data, 11-2002 ... 04-2008)

Biblio: KR-A./B 1.2 million / KR-U/Y 213 000
Abs(EN): all kind codes 432 000

Image: all kind codes 1.1 million
Full text: not yet available in internal databases

Biblio: CN-A..C 1.2 million/ CN-U/Y 1.1 million
Abs(EN): all kind codes 650 000 (WPI: 1.3 million)
Image: all kind codes 2.3 million

Full text: CN-U/Y 3 500 (test data)



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Flag_of_Japan.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Flag_of_South_Korea.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Flag_of_the_People's_Republic_of_China.svg

Ranking of country codes for EP search report citations
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1994 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 us us Us us us us us us us us us
2 EP EP EP EP EP EP EP EP EP EP EP
3 DE DE DE DE DE DE DE Wao WO Wo Wwao
JP 4 JP i o= R Wwao Wo Wo DE DE DOE DE
b Wwao W0 Wwao Wao +F T+ = o = P
G GHB GB GB =B GB GB =B GB GB GB GB
7 FR FR FR FR FR FR FR FR FR FR FR
a8 CH CH CH CH CH CH CH CH CH CH CH
9 U ML ML ML ML su U CA ML ML R
10 ML s SU su s ML ML ML CA ML
11 BE BE BE oo oD CA CA sU sU A
12 oo oD oo BE BE BE BE BE BE E CN
13 Al CA CA AT CA oo oo AT Al U AT
14 AT AT AT CA AT AT AT oo AT - BE
15 CA Al Al RU Al Al Al [ o Al Al
16 RU T 2N Al RU RU Al AT sU
17 Lu RU RU [ i [ /?u%\ oo oo
18 Ch Lu SE ES ES RU RU RU
19 =E SE Lu ES ES ES ES ES ES
20 IT ES IT SE IT SE SE T SE
21 ES T SE IT SE T IT SE T
22 C5 SE Lu Lu RO P ™Y T W
23 RO RO RO BR Lu Lu Lu Lu PL
KR 24 K i Fl RO Fl Fl Fl PL CZ
25 PL RO RO Fl HU HU 7l oK RO Fl Lu
26 W PL MO P IE Fl CS CS 4 CS HU
27 8 TW PL CS i b HU PL DK GR CS
28 HU £h 28 HU BR DK BR RO CZ RO Fl
29 Fl BR Fl DK C5S 258 28 BR GR HU BR
30 BR Fl HU BR DK C5 CZ HU HU IE 0K
K3 DK MO GR PL IR GR DK CZ BR BR GR
32 CZ DK IE IE CZ PL GR IE IE MO s}
33 MO IE CZ CZ GR MO IE 8 CS Zh, MO
34 GR CZ 0K GR PL CZ PL GH PL CZ RO

35 IE GR y 21 MO MO IE MO MO MO DK IE
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Work-sharing
*Understanding
*Re-doing

*Comparing

*Re-using
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Patent Workbench
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Where’s the Efficieny?

°If it’s not broke - don’t touch it
*Focus support on adding value

*One Application for all
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What’s in it for the users

* Ergonomic, task driven workbench
* Proposals at every stage

* An electronic environment that is better
than paper alongside the paper

* Focus on the intellectual work

* An objective basis for Utilisation and Work-
sharing

e Common communication basis between
colleagues and with applicants
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LEAN and Agile

* Focus on
—Muda (017
— Mura ( )
—Muri ( L)

* Small steps guided by the vision
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* Sep - Dec
— External Business Case and IT validation
— Set-up Detailed Planning for 2009
— Explore partnerships

* Nov 2008

— Internal Approval

* Launch
— 3 month Tranches
— |lterate

e
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