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Thinking of Arabian culture.... 

http://sonyaandtravis.com/camel-racing/ 



Thinking of inventions..... 

http://www.engadget.com/2011/01/24/robot-camel-jockeys-found-packing-illegal-stun-guns-dubai-polic/ 



Thinking of inventions..... 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robot_jockey 



Thinking of patents and IP..... 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com/publicationDetails/originalDocument?CC=GC&NR=0000170A&KC=A&FT=D&ND=3&date=20050629&DB=EPODOC&locale=en_EP 



Thinking of patents and IP..... 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com/publicationDetails/originalDocument?CC=GC&NR=0000170A&KC=A&FT=D&ND=3&date=20050629&DB=EPODOC&locale=en_EP 



Golf countries - patent applications 

http://www.gccpo.org/Statistics/en/IPC.aspx 



Saudi Arabia - patent applications 

http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/country_profile/countries/sa.html 



Overview 

• GCC - some facts at a glance 

• GCC member states - the patent systems 

• ARAB-Pat - AGADIR member states (Egypt) 

• Patent information from Arabic countries 

Special features 

Patent information from GCC - search possibilities 

Patent information from Saudi-Arabia search 

possibilities 

•   



Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states 

Saudi Arabia 

Kuwait 

Qatar 

Bahrain 

United Arab Emirates 

Oman 

current GCC member states 
more information: www.gcc-sg.org/eng/index.html 

Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf 

 مجلس التعاون لدول الخليج العربي

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/GCC_Flag.svg


GCC - objectives 

• similar regulations (finance, trade, customs, 

legislation, administration, tourism) 

• fostering scientific and technical progress 

• establish scientific research centres 

• set up joint ventures 

• unified military presence 

• encouraging cooperation of the private sector 

 
 

http://www.gcc-sg.org/eng/ 



• Yemen 

possibly joining 2015 

• Jordan 

May 2011 membership request was accepted 

• Morocco 

May 2011 invited to join the union 

However, no fixed time table for both countries 

GCC - potential for expansion 



GCC - filing possibilities I 

  

National 

Filing GCC PCT 

cautionary 

notices 

Bahrain (BA) ?   ? 

Kuwait (KW) ?   ? 

Oman (OM)     

Saudi Arabia (SA)     

United Arab 

Emirates (AE)    ? 

Qatar (QA)     



Example - 

 cautionary notices 



GCC - filing possibilities II 

Country Instrument in force 

Bahrain Accession: December 

18, 2006 

March 18, 2007 

Oman Accession: July 26, 

2001 

October 26, 2001 

Qatar Accession: May 3, 

2011 

August 3, 2011 

United Arab 

Emirates 

Accession: December 

10, 1998 

March 10, 1999 

Saudi Arabia Accession:  

May 03, 2013 

August 03, 2013 

PCT filing possibility 



Cooperation Council for the Arab 

States of the Gulf (GCC) 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/GCC_Flag.svg


GCC Patent Office 

• approved 1992 

• established 1998, amendments of 1999, in force 

since 16 August 2000 (in line with TRIPS 

agreement) 

• so far, only patents 

• PCT not yet possible 

• since August 2000 GCC 

patents can be obtained  

in parallel to national patents 

http://www.gccpo.org/ 



GCC - applications 



• absolute novelty requirement 

• filing in English and Arabic 

• online filing is obligatory since the beginning of 2013 

• accelerated examination is not possible 

• chemical and pharmaceutical products and methods 

for their manufacture may be patented 

• computer programs not patentable, but computer-

related inventions may be patentable 

• inventions contrary to Sharia law are not 

patentable; patents granted for such inventions 

will be invalidated  

Some facts about patents - GCC I 



• patent term of 20 years 

• no SPCs/patent term extensions possible 

• no divisionals possible 

• withdrawal to prevent publication possible 

• annual fee payment from the 2nd year after filing 

• 3 months grace period for payment, no restoration 

possible 

• use requirement: within 3 years from grant 

Some facts about patents - GCC II 



• third party observations are not possible 

• Pre-grant opposition: 

– by any interested party  

– within 90 days from the publication of the decision to 

grant 

– total or partial revocation possible 

– request to Committee of Grievances (6 lawyers, 6 

technical experts) 

• invalidation: not possible 

• second instance:  

           competent court in Saudi Arabia 

 

 
 

Some facts about patents - GCC III 



United Arab 

Emirates 
a federation of absolute hereditary monarchies: 

Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Fujairah, Sharjah, Dubai, 

Ras al-Khaimah and Umm al-Qaiwain 

population of 4.96 million 

 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/Flag_of_the_United_Arab_Emirates.svg


• national filing possible, patents of addition, PCT, 
GCC 

• 1974 WIPO 

• 1996 TRIPS, Paris Convention 

• 1999 PCT 

• Patens and Designs Law of 1992 (regulating also 
utility models) 

• patent term of 20 years from filing date, no SPC 

• annual renewal fees due on the anniversary of the 
filing date 

• absolute novelty required, no grace period 

Some facts about patents - United Arab Emirates I  

http://www.economy.ae  



• filing in English and Arabic necessary  

• provisional applications possible (claims, abstract 
and most characteristic drawings or formula) 

• examination carried out by the Austrian Patent Office 

• divisional applications possible 

• no third party observations 

• opposition within 60 days from publication by any 
interested party 

• invalidation by any interested party  

• withdrawal to prevent publication not possible 

• no online filing possible 

• working of patents required 

Some facts about patents - United Arab Emirates II  

http://www.economy.ae  



Kingdom of Bahrain 

constitutional monarchy 

population of 1.23 million 

UN, WTO 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2c/Flag_of_Bahrain.svg


• national filing possible, PCT (2007), GCC 

• 1997 Paris Convention,2005 Patent Law Treaty 

• Patent and Utility Models Law No. 1 of 2004, 
amended 2006 

• patent term of 20 years from filing date, no SPC 

• absolute novelty required,  

• filing in English and Arabic necessary (Arabic 
translation filed within three months from filing date) 

• annual fee payment only after grant 

• accepted applications (formal examination) are 
published in the Official Gazette  

• appeal and opposition system in place 

• use requirement (within four years from filing) 

• no online filing possible 

 

Some facts about patents - Bahrain 



• national filing possible, PCT (2007), GCC 

• 1997 Paris Convention,2005 Patent Law Treaty 

• Patent and Utility Models Law No. 1 of 2004, 
amended 2006 

• patent term of 20 years from filing date, no SPC 

• absolute novelty required,  

• filing in English and Arabic necessary (Arabic 
translation filed within three months from filing date) 

• annual fee payment only after grant 

• accepted applications (formal examination) are 
published in the Official Gazette  

• appeal and opposition system in place 

• use requirement (within four years from filing) 

• no online filing possible 

 

Some facts about patents - Bahrain 



Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia 
Unitary Islamic absolute monarchy 

population: 16 million citizens;  

9 million registered foreign expatriates 

 

UN, WTO 
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(source: WIPO website; KACST) 

Patent applications in Saudi Arabia  

(domestic vs foreign) 

Number of submitted 

applications for patents in 2011 

984 applications 

Number of granted patents 253 patents 



Types of industrial property - Saudi Arabia 

• patents of invention (20 yrs from filing date), designs (10 
yrs), plant varieties (20 yrs), layout designs of integrated 
circuits (10 yrs), trade marks (10 yrs) 

• no utility models 

• substantive examination for patents 

 

King Abdul Aziz City for Science and Technology (KACST): 

• independent scientific organisation administratively 
reporting to the Prime Minister 

• functions: science and technology policy making, funding 
of research and services such as the patent office 

• currently over 2500 employees 

• website: www.kacst.edu.sa 



• absolute novelty requirement 

• online filing is not possible 

• accelerated examination is not possible 

• chemical and pharmaceutical products and methods 

for their manufacture may be patented 

• computer programs not patentable, but computer-

related inventions may be patentable 

• inventions contrary to Sharia law are not patentable; 

patents granted for such inventions will be 

invalidated  

• no SPCs/patent term extensions possible 

Some facts about patents - Saudi Arabia 



• third party observations are not possible 

• opposition: 

– by any interested party  

– within 90 days from the publication of the decision to grant 

– total or partial revocation possible 

– request to a special Committee (3 lawyers, 2 technical experts; 

in charge of oppositions and appeals against decisions) 

• invalidation: 

– by third party 

– at any time after grant (grounds: lack of novelty) 

– filed before separate governmental body ("Appeals Committee") 

Some facts about patents - Saudi Arabia 



ARABPAT 

 and Egypt 



ARAB-Pat  

•  MoU signed on 04 October 2012  

•  WIPO, EPO, AGADIR - countries (Morocco, 

 Tunesia Jordan, Egypt 

•  dissemination and exchange of high quality data 

•  bibliographic data, image data, legal status data, 

and machine readable data 



Egypt - special features 

• National filing possible, PCT 

• 1951 Paris Convention, 2003 PCT 

• Patent  Law of 2002 

• patent term of 20 years from filing date (annuities 

from the second year) 

• absolute novelty 

• application form in Arabic, abstract in EN and 

Arabic, claims and description in EN or Arabic 

(translation six months after filing date) 

• pre-grant opposition (within 60 days of publication of 

acceptance) 

• use requirement (within 4 years after filing) 

 
 

 



Patent information 

from Arabic 

Countries 



Patent information from Arabic countries - 

Special features 

• Islamic calender uses Hijri years  

• started with the emigration of prophet Muhammad to 

Medina (16 July 622 AD) 

• 2012 corresponds roughly to Hijri year 1433 

• official calendar: www.ummulqura.org.sa 

• date converter: www.al-islam.com 

www.al-islam.com 



• 1 ١ 

• 2 ٢ 

• 3 ٣ 

• 4 ٤ 

• 5 ٥ 

• 6 ٦ 

• 7 ٧ 

• 8 ٨ 

• 9 ٩ 

• 0 ٠ 

• ١٩٩٩  = 1999 

٢٠٠٠  = 2000   

CHALLENGE: Arabic numbers 

used on many Arabian documents! 

Patent information from Arabic countries - 

Special features 



Searching patent 

information on the  

GCC PO website 



GCC Number formats 

GCC/P/yyyy/nnnnn (deposit number (application number)) 

GCC (م ت خ) - for the patent authority 

P (ب)- for the type of right 

four digits for the Western year (y)  

up to five digits for the serial number (n) 

example: GCC/P/2008/11818  

Western year: 2008; serial number 11818 

GCnnnnnnn ("grant number" = examined publication) 

GC - for the patent authority 

seven digits for the serial number (n) 

example: GC/0000001 

serial number 0000001 



Certificate of "grant"  GCC 

patent number: 

GC 0000001 

"grant" date 

application date 



Front page of a examined "granted" document  GCC 

date of decision 

of grant 

patent number:  

GC 0000001 

application date:  

13 October 1998 

application number: 

GCC/P/1998/1 

decision 

number 

name of patent holder 

date of grant 



Search possibilities on the GCC PO website 

1.) Patent Gazette (published twice a year 

(31 March and around 30 September) 

2.) Granted Patents 

3.) Search interface 

http://www.gccpo.org/DefaultEn.aspx 



Patent Gazette   - GCC 

date of decision to 

grant 

First page availabe 

in English 

(bibliographic data) 



Patent Gazette   - GCC 



Granted patents   - GCC 

PDF only available, 

if opposition period 

is over 

opposition has 

been successful, 

patent was never 

granted 



Search in Granted Patents - GCC 



Search in Granted Patents - GCC 



Searching Saudi Arabian 

patent information on the 
King Abdulaziz City for Science 

and Technology (KACST) 

website 



application number: 

92130289 

Front page of a granted Saudi Arabian document 

• front pages published in gazette (available via 

KACST webpage) 

• INID codes used, but not always in Western 

numbers 

list of prior art 

documents 

patent 

number: 200 

grant date: 

Western year : 

07 August 2004 

Islamic year: 21 

June 1425 

application date: 

Islamic year: 15 July 1413 

Western year : 9 December 1992 



Patent information from Saudi Arabia 

challenge: Hijri years used in document numbers: 

 

yyhhnnnn (application number) 

– two digits for the Western year (y)  

– two digits for the Islamic year (h)  

– four digits for the serial number (n) 

example: 99200017  

Western year: 1999; Islamic year: 1420; serial number 0017 



English "Patent Search" on KACST website 

http://www.kacst.edu.sa/en/services/patents/pages/search.aspx 

enter a search 

term 



English "Patent Search" on KACST website 

brief bibliographic data and 

English "application status" 

click on one of the results 

(if link is activated) 



English "Patent Search" on KACST website 

data from ~1990 onwards  

detailed coverage & update frequency currently unknown 

this message may 

appear! 



English "Patent Search" on KACST website 

click here to see 

individual parts of the 

documents 



• English abstracts only available in certain cases (foreign applicants) 

• no text data/machine translation available 

English "Patent Search" on KACST website 

parts of document 

(in TIFF format) 



"Patent publications (gazette)" in Arabic 

go to Arabic 

website 



"Patent publications (gazette)" in Arabic 

click here to see the 

gazette index 

TIP: if you move your mouse over the 

Arabic text on the right-hand side, a 

translation is displayed below 

"About 

KACST" 

http://www.kacst.edu.sa/ar/about/Pages/default.aspx 



gazette issues from 18 May 1996 

onwards; published irregularly  

"Patent publications (gazette)" in Arabic 

http://www.kacst.edu.sa/ar/about/publications/pages/patentpublications.aspx 



Useful links 

• GCC Patent Office:  

 http://www.gccpo.org/DefaultEn.aspx 

• GCC Granted Patent Search:    

 http://www.gccpo.org/GrantSearchEn.aspx 

• KACST:    http://www.kacst.edu  

• KACST Patent search   

http://www.kacst.edu.sa/en/services/patents/pages/s

earch.aspx 

• official calendar: www.ummulqura.org.sa 

• date converter: www.al-islam.com 

 

 

http://www.ip.courts.go.jp/search/jihp0010
http://www.inpit.go.jp/english/about/index.html
http://www.kacst.edu/


اهتمامكم على لكم شكرا  

 

Thank you for your attention 


