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OPS – Topics of the lecture

! Why a talk about OPS?

! What are web services?

! The story of OPS

! The future steps

! Other offices

! Impact of OPS on the patent information market

! Conclusions
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OPS: how does it work?

EPO: OPS Server

Application Server

Firewall

Input: e.g. patent number
Query
(XML)

OPS Interface

Patent data
(XML)

Presentation
(HTML)

Output: e.g. patent family
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Known services are often web services

Location: Vancouver
Pressure: 1023,71 mb
Temp: 11,6°C
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OPS predominantly changes ...

.. how work is done in the kitchen

.. whilst the restaurant looks like before



22.09.2005 6

Output of an OPS client
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OPS: EPO´s plans

! PDF Files end of 2005

! Fulltext and additional bibliographic data in 2006 

! Additional Search Functionalities like Esp@cenet in 2007

! Extension to RegisterPlus information

! ……….?
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OPS: status and plans of the German 
Patent and Trademark Office

! Availability of images and bibliographic data of DE, DD, EP and WO 
publications plus full text of DE and DD via the System 
DEPATISconnect

! Register / DPinfo will also be offered as web service early 2006 
(similar to DEPATISconnect)

! Integration of the Register into DPMApublikationen as one web 
service system in 2005 for designs, in 2006 for trademarks and 
approximately 2007/2008 for patents and utility models
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Esp@cenet Request 1
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Esp@cenet Request 2
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Parsing HTML vs. OPS?
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EPO‘s hint on Esp@cenet pages
(HTML view)

Web Service Availability - For those persons wishing to use 

esp@cenet to download large amounts of family, legal or 

bibliographic information, we have developed the Open 

Patent Services, a Web Services based alternative offering 

data that is available via esp@cenet, but in XML format. 

For further details, please look at http://ops.espacenet.com.
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Example: Conflicting legal status

! Entry and non-entry into the national phase in: CA

LEGAL STATUS 
20000101 WOAK     + DESIGNATED STATES

WO                   A1
AL AU BG BR BY CA CN CZ GE HR HU ID IL IN JP KR KZ LT LV MK
MX NO NZ PL RO RU SG SI SK TR UA US ZA

20000101 WOAL     + DESIGNATED COUNTRIES FOR REGIONAL PATENTS
WO                   A1
AM AZ BY KG KZ MD RU TJ TM AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR
IE IT LU MC NL PT SE

20000101 WODFPE     REQUEST FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION FILED PRIOR TO
EXPIRATION OF 19TH MONTH FROM PRIORITY DATE

20000101 WO121      EP: THE EPO HAS BEEN INFORMED BY WIPO THAT EP WAS
DESIGNATED IN THIS APPLICATION

20010101 WOENP      ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE IN:
US 2001      000000  A  20010101 P

20010101 WOENP      ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE IN:
CA 0000000 A           P

20010101 WOENP      ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE IN:
JP 2000      000000  A           P

20020101 WONENP     NON-ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE IN:
CA
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OPS: Those who jumped the low barrier ... 
... use OPS to ...

! ... just create a simple access to new data sources

! ... establish Alerting services 

! ... add value to patent data portals
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OPS: Impact on users

! Low price dishes – Costs

! Better dishes – Innovation

! Tapas – Flexibility


