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Objectives

Make the technical content 
of a patent sufficiently 
understandable to a 
technically qualified person.

Improve the visibility of 
European technologies for 
EPO Member States.

Enable the provision of 
further services: technical 
dictionaries and terminology.
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Patent Data

English Other 
Language

Segment Alignment

Term Extraction

OLIF Dictionaries

Correction Validation

National Offices Dictionaries Management
Machine 
Translation System

Text for Translation 

Text for Translation 

Translated Text 

Translated Text 

User
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Machine translation system  

Translation Engine

Dictionary G06F

Dictionary 2

Dictionary 3

Dictionary 4

Dictionary 5

OPTIMISATION DE LIQUIDITES AU 
MOYEN D'UN ALGORITHME 

GENETIQUE

CASH FLOW OPTIMIZATION 
USING A GENETIC ALGORITHM
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Dictionary construction

Collection of pairs of 
documents.

Segment alignment.

Extraction of technical 
terms.

Coding, validation and 
correction of terms.

Integration of 
dictionaries in a master 
database with creation 
and updating tools. 
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Open Lexicon Interchange Format

An open standard format

Based on XML

OLIF Consortium includes:

European Commission
Systran
Trados

SAP
IBM
Microsoft

PATRANS
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English as a pivot language

French Turkish

PolishGerman

Finnish Slovakian

English
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Data ownership

Project resulting data
Dictionaries.
Sets of extracted terms.
Collections of document 
pairs.
Lexical data per fields.

Pricing policy
Free of charge for EPO 
Member States.
Reciprocity principle 
under co-operation 
projects.
Marginal costs for third 
parties.
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Example: German → English
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Phase 1: Initial set of language pairs

Creation of a collection of documents and automatic 
extraction of technical terms to build dictionaries.

Validation and correction of dictionaries.

Selection and implementation of the translation 
engine and auxiliary systems.

Machine Translation system in place for 
English ↔ French, German and Spanish.
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Subsequent Phases:
New language pairs added each year

Selection and implementation of the new translation 
engines.

Creation of a collection of documents to build the 
initial dictionaries.

Validation and correction of dictionaries.

Machine Translation system in place for new, 
additional language pairs.

Maintenance of existing language pairs.
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Thank you

Enrique R. Filloy-García
(EFilloy@epo.org)

Principal Directorate Tools & Documentation
Directorate Applied Research & Development


