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Preparation and focus
• Confidentiality agreement
• Definition of:  - technology

- geography

Phase 1:  Analysis and initial search

Phase 2:  Technology assessment and selection

Phase 3:  Facilitation of introductions to researchers

Technology sources

Universities

Research institutes

Small companies

Outcomes
Licence

Research collaboration

Technology developmentJoint venture

Technology acquisition



History of patent citation searching

University

• Shepard’s citation 1873

• US patent citations started in 1947

• Eugene Garfield Science Citation Index 1955

• ISI Patent Citation Index 1964 – 1966

• (Derwent) Patent Citation Index 1994 – 1997, 

2007-

• internet based patent office databases 1996 

onwards
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Cited References on Patents -US6394363   ,  EP1071559

• By inventors

Background to the Invention 

US IDS

• On patent applications: EP, WO, GB

A1, A3, A4

A, X, Y, P, E,T,&

• In File Histories: Epoline, PAIR, IPDL

Oppositions

• On granted patents US, JP, EP

-cited

-Michel, J, 2001, Scientometrics 51, 201-



Patent citations – family databases content overview
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Using patent citations in a search

May form part of a Prior art search

• Part of iterative search process: keywords, citations, classifications, refine

- down draft gasification of wood chips

- DOWN DRAUGHT (e.g. GB2183249,  US1821263)

• Find a heavily cited relevant patent 

As part of a Patent Landscaping activity

• Identify competitors

- KONARKA/PA.D NOT KONARKA/PA (35) (removes self-citations)

- (P) (X/CAT.D or Y/CAT.D) (6) (similar technology)

- Du Pont; NanoLedge, NanoCrystal Lighting, Universities

• Identify potential threats / licensees

-cited -citing



Patent citations - databases functionality overview

-cited -citing
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Patent citations - Trees for Analysis

-cited -citing

-Based on citations of US6394363



Use Patent Citations to enhance your searches

-cited -citing

• Patent citations

- represent added value from the patent offices

- are a language independent search tool

- provide a link between patents related by subject

- can provide links to older documents

- are now well covered by major databases

• looking forward to improvements …
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