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Huge acceleration of patent filing worldwide

60 millions
Patents !!
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Source : WIPO, 2008



The New Paradigm
Look for the haystack, not the needle !
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Patent analytics modules on available tools
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Company A
Company B

PORTFOLIO CROSS-MAPPING
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CROSS-CITATION MAPPING



PATENT PORTFOLIO STRENGTH
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Acteurs non majoritaires
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SIZE OF THE PATENT PORFOLIO
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The different meanings, criteria and 
metrics of patent quality

• New
• Inventive • Key technologies

• Future products

• Ability to 
outperform
competitors

TO GRANT TO PROTECT TO EVALUATE

Prior
Art

Patent
Rating

Business
Strategy



Main patent rating metrics

• Number of claims

• Length of the independent claims

• Number of inventors

• Number of forward citations

• IPC classification

• Speed of prosecution

• Litigations

• Family size
� � �



IPQIPQ

Other Data
(Intrinsic)

Other Data
(Extrinsic)
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A higher IPQ Score correlates to a higher 
probability of patent maintenance in the US
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Limitations of patent rating metrics

• Based on a statistical model, limited value for a 
single patent

• Limited to the US (so far)

• Strongly depends on the field of activity

• Limited connection with the company business 
strategy



Conclusions

• Patent analytics allows a quick comparison of 
the companies’ patent portfolio and make them
highly visible

• Patent rating metrics have not yet reached a 
consensus

• However, the patent rating will have a strong
impact on companies’ IP policy


